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With Venus going retrograde in Aries
on the 6™, we feel a restlessness
with those who we love and what we
love, but when Mercury goes into
Pisces on the 8" it allows us to feel
the truth, however be careful not to
over analyze what’s physically in
front of you, especially after the Full
moon on the 10"". The New Moon in
Aries on the 26" allows us to start a
new, let’s keep it simple and go back
to the basics. All of us are going
through foundational changes in
our life and we have the ability to
allow the past to be left behind and
walk towards what is truly important
in our lives.

Aries March 23 - April 22 Your intuitive
abilities have you questioning yourself
this month, just keep it simple; try not to
over analyze the situation, especially in
your love life. As Venus goes retrograde
in your sign on the 6™, you find yourself
pondering, even second-guessing what
you love and what you desire. Don’t
worry. When Mercury enters your sign
on the 25", you'll know if it's true love
and your path in life will shine brightly.

Taurus April 23 — May 22 As the
season’s transition from winter to
spring, you find yourself yearning for
change; all of your questions will be
answered. Fresh starts are in the air for
you this month. Your artistic or creative
side is awakened. Use this ability to
move though the changes. You'll also
find friendships that have been strained
will ease now.

Gemini May 23—June 22 Now is notthe
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Cancer June 23 — July 22 The muse
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continued from page 6

instincts, stay the course and eventually
you'll achieve your goals.

Leo July 23 — August 22 You'll find
this month to be a turning point with
love and work. Allow what has been
set into motion to blossom and mature.
Pamper yourself however, be the lion
strong and proud and not to get talked
into activities out of obligation. Follow
your path and what serves you.

Virgo August 23 — September 22 This
month you’ll feel like you have two left
feet! You're accident prone, so watch
what you’re doing and where you're
going. Nothing is urgent and things
won’t go in a straight line. Be like the
water you bear, go with the flow and
worry not about when you’ll get there,
just be glad you did safely.

Libra September 23 — October 22
The winds of change are upon you this
month, live for the moment and don’t
dwell on the past or future. As the scales
balance out, you may find yourself in a
completely different situation from the
next. Welcome change, as the shifts
are for the better in the long term. Go
with the flow and don’t anticipate the
future.

Scorpio October 23 — November 22
The seas will be rough until after the
full moon on the 10", then it's smooth
sailing ahead. With Mercury and Mars
trining your sign this month, you’ll
find you have a velvet tongue. Use it
to your advantage. Don’t be surprised
if someone from the past returns.
However, rely on your intuition to know
if you should allow them back into your
life.

Sagittarius November 23 — December
22 Use this month to take charge of
your life! Be unpredictable, use your
intelligence and analytical thought
processes to rally coworkers and peers

and let them know in no uncertain
terms of what you require from them.
You'll get the recognition you deserve
and a much-welcomed transition will
s00n occur.

Capricorn December 23 — January
22 Think before you leap! Over
indulgence can get you in trouble now.
Use your cognitive abilities and take
a second look before you do anything
now. You'll thank yourself later. This
month is a good time to use your skill
of persuasion to enhance your love life
and work environment.

Aquarius January 23 — February 22
Life is still in the fast lane for you but this
month you are able to take advantage
of the unexpected opportunities that
arise. With Jupiter transiting your sign,
you have a guardian angel on your
side. Take advantage of it.

Pisces February 23— March 22 Happy
Solar Return! The planets are shining
on you now. You'll find this month
brings pleasure with your friendships
and personal activities which boosts
your self esteem. Go with the flow and
don’t look for the insignificant flaws on
your path.

For those who want to know: Chiron
is transiting through Aquarius at this
time. Chiron is the most recognized
asteroid in Astrology and is thought to
be as powerful as Pluto. It rules sudden
change. With it in Aquarius now, all of
us are experiencing sudden changes
to guide us towards a better future. So,
don’t look at what it's taking away right
now but what direction it's pushing you
towards. v

Monthly horoscopes by Jacqueline.
She is at B&A Flea Market in Stuart
every weekend from 10 to 2. For
more information on Astrology or for
a private reading call: 772.286.2720
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The rumors are still flying, Sharon still owns the Cold Keg and the fetish party is still happening
on March 22. So just whatever you hear, remember that until there’s a change all the rest is
just BS. Oh, and when anyone hears we have said or done something, please let us know
— it's awfully embarrassing to be the last one to know. We don’t follow MySpace bulletins (we
get around a hundred a day) and really have other things to do.

Did you see the Hillbilly Drag show at REBAR for the Pride of
the Treasure Coast kickoff benefit on February 15? What a
hoot! Pictures from the show are on page 18. The chili cook off
was a great way to start out the evening and proved an effective
way to keep the crowd there until the end to find out who won.
Congratulations to Mark, the Freakin’ Rican, for his amazing
concoction which bested a large number of entries. It always
amazes me how many different ways there are to make chili.
Considering that there was free food and no cover | would have
expected the place to be jammed — there was a nice crowd,
don’t misunderstand — it’s just that we'd expected more people.
Nonetheless, REBAR raised $1,513.69 toward the expenses of
putting on Pride of the Treasure Coast. Oh, and Rob Lopicola
was there. He’s hosting again this year and once again there will
be live music, food, vendors and, of course, a fabulous show. So
Mark, aka Freakin Rican, mark you calendars: Pride of the Treasure Coast, noon to 6PM
won the Chili cook off at on April 19, at the new Port St. Lucie Civic Center on the corner of
REBAR. If you want his Walton Road and US 1. If you're a vendor and want forms, just go
recipe just ask at the bar. It to www.MySpace.com/PrideOfTheTreasureCoast and look under
was yummy and the crowd  their blog for the link.

I'm sure all the queens have already marked their calendars for the Miss Treasure Coast
pageant at REBAR on April 6. The theme is Super Heros and is dedicated to Mercedes. We
couldn’t spot registration info from the ad on their MySpace but I'm sure if you contact Velvet
or the bar they will fill you in — in the meantime you can go to www.MySpace.com/REBARpsl|
and watch the slide show of flyers for details. This is the first pageant at REBAR and just
goes to prove that Jim and Jerry keep adding new events for their
patrons. Should be a great time with some intense competition.

There were 14 designs in competition for the T-shirt logo for
Space Coast Pride for 2009. The contest ran for three months
and on line voting took place in January. If you didn’t know
about it, you weren’t paying attention. The winner is a design
by Brian McGowan. If you want to enter next year, you need to
get on The Living Room email list so you will know when the
competition starts. Just go to www.TLRbrevard.com and sign
up for their newsletter. The logo was introduced, along with the
artist, at the Space Coast Pride benefit at Cold Keg (see the
logo and pictures from the benefit on page 19). As usual there
was tremendous support from Port St. Lucie — Jim even moved
his birthday party to the Keg! The result was a wonderful show
with performers from Tampa and Daytona as well as PSL and
10 Out on the Coast Magazine Issue #076

Brian McGowan created the
winning logo design for the
Space Coast Pride 09.

“ A Lovely and lavish night of

musical comedy!”

Book by — The New York Times

Harvey Fierstein
Music & Lyrics by
Jerry Herman

Winner of 8 Tony Awards including
Best Musical, La Cage aux Folles
has it all: some of Jerry Herman's
most glorious music, an uproarious
book by Harvey Fierstein,
elaborate costumes, exquisite sets
and gorgeous, glamorous chorus

girls.

February 13 - March 8

Sponsored by
Dorothea L. Leonhardt Fund

RIVERSIDEVZTHEATRE

on the Stark Mainstage

a couple of local girls and a stripper, too!!
The Cold Keg did their usual outstanding
job on décor, food and support with the result
being $2,239 raised. Hats off to The Living
Room board and the Pride committee for an
outstanding job.

The Living Room has several different
events going on, so being on their newsletter
can open a number of opportunities.  For
instance there are about 80 people turning up
March 6 for La Cage aux Folles at Riverside
Theatre in Vero — we can guarantee that will
be a gay old time! Rumor has it they will g
be doing a similar event for Dame Edna’s ’
appearance at the King Center in Melbourne D Spin (right) presents a birthday cake to Jim
on Saturday, April 4, at the same $25 price i"'f;"’:s (S;’_;”’t"éf’l fl"l’( r ig”(’f) dur ;’nf.g;)ﬂ;e :qlll"g'” Coast
: f : ride penejit at Co eg. (Jrom le FIS. rown,
E)?/Ig:s, SgC;thcl;naHr)t/‘Oeu Eli:?‘angh;Jg:?Sg :::Etnegr VP of The Living Room, Kelli Randell, and Velvet

) N . LeNore look on.
list! We hear bowling is coming up soon and
Gay Skate will be back at some point after
Pride, which is their primary focus right now.

East Coast Christian Community (EC3) is focusing on a March event. It will be a “MySpace
Pot Luck Picnic” on Saturday, March 21st, 11am to 5pm, in Pavilion #6 at Wickham Park (off
Parkway Drive) in Melbourne. Everyone is welcome to bring a covered dish and to meet new
friends. This is a great opportunity to drop by for some wonderful fellowship with folks from

both their congregations and the larger community as well. If you are interested in attending
continued on page 15
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“Watch Those Ashes!”

Have you heard about the exasperated
pastor whose patience had worn
thin at his congregation’s lack of
understanding of spiritual matters?
One Ash Wednesday, he simply
could not wait for the order of service
to proceed with the expected line of
parishioners to receive the ashes of
repentance, so he sternly slung a
shovel full of ashes at his horrified
congregation. One parishioner was
heard to remark in a whispered gasp,
as they cleared away gobs of ashes
from their face: ‘This is a terrible
imposition!’

Well, so much
for liturgical
etiquette. But
the point is
well taken.
Watch those
ashes! God
disturbs our
sense of self-
sufficiency
a n d
smugness as
we prepare
our hearts this Lenten season for
the great mystery of Jesus Christ—
crucified and risen. We are once again
brought to the stark reality of our own
mortality and of our own profound
need for God. It is an ongoing
experience; this coming to terms with
ourselves, sin, and our relationship
with our Creator. We reflect, pray,
repent, and seek to change our ways
to once again be found organized

emotionally and spiritually, as we
journey toward the Easter Feast some
40 days hence.

Very appropriately, Ash Wednesday
has been termed: “The most
uncomfortable day of the year.” Yet, |
believe it can be a most understated
joyous day of the year—for in it we
declare our faith—not in sin—but in
sin’s forgiveness. We are challenged
to turn around and be transformed
anew by the forgiveness and power
of God. What does all this repentance
really do for us in practical terms
anyway? It creates an atmosphere of
humility. People of faith are not perfect.
We all need to take stock. We all need
to take inventory of our hearts and
minds, motivations and attitudes.

As the Psalmist, we realize we are
nothing without God’s mercy in our
lives; and we need to be cleansed
and purged; healed and made whole.
As the Prophet, we apprehend the
urgency to blow the trumpet, sound
the alarm, declare a fast and return
with all our heart to the Lord: who
is gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love. As
the Gospel writer, who records the
message of Jesus: we recognize our
responsibility to put our repentant
faith into action by prayer, abstinence,
and charitable kindness. But these
are to be done in deep humility, not
in superficial pretense, or they mean
nothing.

It all reminds me of the story, Beauty
and the Beast; the story of a girl who

12 Out on the Coast Magazine Issue #076
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married a monster. When this beauty
kissed the beast, he was transformed
into a man. | bet she was relieved. But,
it is also a story of someone who wore
a mask, a disguise—so hideous was
his real face. What had begun as a
disguise had been changed by a kiss
into a reality of being made new.

Is not this the story of the Gospel?
Humanity had fallen into sinful
disobedience, taking shameful guilt-
ridden masks to hide from God and
ourselves. How ugly and monstrous
we are apart from God. But, one day
a kiss made all the difference. It was
a redemptive kiss from One who, on
a cross of suffering and pain loved us
so much...that our lives are forever
changed.

Beauty became as one of us, beastly
as we had become, to once again
restore us to original beauty. So we
rid ourselves of all masks of pretense
and pride. We are reminded that
concealed inside each of us is God’s
beauty just waiting to shine forth.

The prolific writer, C. S. Lewis, in his
book, Mere Christianity, reminds us
that our faith is not philosophy or even
theology, it is a way of living. And
once we finally live this challenge,
evil is diminished in our world and
good prevails. This is accomplished

by becoming like Christ, who is true
beauty. Lewis writes:

“God looks at you as if you were a
little Christ:
Christ stands beside you to turn
you into one...
Is not that how the higher thing
always raises the lower?”

In other words, ‘beast becomes
beauty. Christ became as one of us,
so we could become as one of he.
The higher always raises the lower...
As we submit to the imposing liturgy
of Ash Wednesday and this entire
Lenten season, may we allow divinity
to raise humanity once again; for this
is an ongoing process. On this Lenten
journey the trail of burnt palms lead to
the glad triumph of the empty tomb...
and soitis...Amen. ¥

The Reverend Gregory L. Denton is
Pastor of New Hope First Community
Church, “A church built on love where
everyone is welcome,” an independent
growing congregation that believes in
God’s all-inclusive love. New Hope,
celebrating its 13" year in the Palm
Beaches, is located at 2929A South
Seacrest Blvd. in Boynton Beach,
FL. Sunday services are 10:30
am. Discussion Group/Bible Study
Thursdays at 7:30 pm. On the web at:
www.newhopefla.org
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continued from page 11

this event, please RSVP by March 14th to EC.3@live.com (look closely: that's EC dot 3 at
live dot com).

Lisa  Moldovan
was looking
good at her
bachelorette party
at Cold Keg on
Friday the 13th of
February. It was
quite a night what
with it being Leigh
Shannon’s  last
night at the Keg,
Roz Russell with
her admirers and
(right) Lisa Moldovan, center, and friends at her bachelorette party at Cold Keg. the bachelorette
(left) Lisa enjoying the attention of Bubba, her own personal stripper for the night. party complete
Lisa was nice enough to share him so everyone at the bar got some up close and with a stripper.
personal time with Bubba, too! What can we say!

Bubba, the stripper, we’'d like to see more of, Roz was her own inimitable self and Leigh

left on her own terms. Speaking of which, kudos to Kelli Randell for stepping in at the last
minute to perform the next night for Fireball.

’

*
£

1-{%‘&
2
U

-

The final event I'm aware of is the Youth Expo Project Gateway is putting on February 28
in Jenson Beach. It's at Langford Park in the Vince Bocchino Community Center. There will
continued on page 30
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IN THE NEWS

For current headlines see our website: www.ootcmag.com

HOLLYWOOD—Sean Penn wins the Oscar
for Best Actor for his portrayal of Harvey Milk
in Milk. Penn’s moving acceptance speech
addressing the injustice of Amendment 8
and his jibe at the protesters at the Academy
Awards only highlights the importance of
this win. Dustin Lance Black also won for
best original screenplay for Milk. Black’s
emotional acceptance speech is a testament
to the power of the Harvey Milk story. Milk is
now guaranteed wider distribution and thus
many, many more people will see the story
of Harvey Milk’s life.

LAKE WORTH—Compass GLCC presents
the 16th annual PrideFest of The Palm
Beaches noon to 6 pm on March 29 and 30
at Bryant Park in Lake Worth. As always
there will be continuous entertainment on
the stage and the Pride Parade will kick off
at 11 AM on Sunday, March 30.

TAMPA—The University of South Florida
now has an endowed scholarship for GLBT
students.

The idea started a year and a half ago
as a $1,000 fund and is now a $29,000
endowment with a $20,000 donation
from Dr. Karen Berkman, chair of USF’s
President's Committee on Issues of Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity (CISOGI).

“We felt that this was something that we
wanted to be at USF forever, and the only
way to make that happen was to get an
endowed scholarship fund,” Berkman said.

USF is now among the few public universities
in Florida to offer such a scholarship, said
Merrell Dickey, Alumni Association director
of chapter and corporate relations.

“It supports the president’s initiatives to make
USF a welcoming, inclusive community
that is globally known and recognized for
that - which then makes us as a university
prestigious around the world,” Dickey said.
“Secondly, | think it validates the importance
of the LGBT community in the area’”

The scholarship is inclusive and available to
all USF students and incoming freshmen,
regardless of sexual orientation. Applicants
must complete the USF General Foundation
Scholarship Application, have a 3.0 grade
point average and complete a personal
statement indicating their contributions to
the LGBT community.

Possible contributions include participating
in activities that welcome campus diversity,
performing research or writing a paper
pertaining to the LGBT community, Dowdell
said.

The scholarship is worth $1,000, with
installments of $500 in the fall and $500 in
the spring. A committee of USF alumni will
choose the recipient.

The scholarship is currently a one-
time scholarship, but Dickey said he
hopes that as awareness of the LGBT
scholarship increases so will the donations.

Once privately endowed scholarships reach
$100,000, the University can apply to receive
50 percent matching funds from the state,
Dickey said.

TALLAHASSEE—Representative Kelly
Skidmore (D-Boca Raton) has filed
legislation to update Florida’s laws
covering employment, housing and public
accommodations to prohibit discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, disability, sexual orientation,
gender identity or expression, pregnancy,
familial status or marital status.

“All Floridians should have the opportunity
to earn a living and provide for their families
without fear of being unfairly fired or denied
housing for reasons that have nothing to do
with their job performance or their ability to
maintain a home,” said Skidmore.

For the third consecutive year, Skidmore
filed her bill at the request of the Palm Beach
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County Human Rights Council, a non-profit
civil rights organization dedicated to ending
discrimination based on sexual orientation,
gender identity and gender expression.

While Florida has no comprehensive
statewide law protecting gay and lesbian
employees, several counties and cities have
amended their fair employment and housing
laws to cover “sexual orientation” and/or
“gender identity or expression”. These laws
are in effect in Broward, Leon, Miami-Dade,
Monroe, Orange, Palm Beach and Pinellas
counties, as well as in the cities of Gulfport,
Gainesville, Key West, Lake Worth, Miami
Beach, Orlando, Sarasota, St. Petersburg,
Tampa and West Palm Beach.

Across the nation, twenty states and the
District of Columbia have fair employment
and housing laws covering sexual orientation.
The most recent thirteen of these states to
enact such laws and the District of Columbia
also include gender identity or expression.

As a result of state and local laws, 52% of
the U.S. population now lives in jurisdictions
protecting gay men and lesbians from
discrimination. 37% of the U.S. population
now lives in jurisdictions that also protect
individuals based on their gender identity
and/or expression.

Floridians believe gay men and lesbians
should have equal rights in employment,
housing, and public accommodations,
according to polling results reported by the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel on November
16, 2008.

When more than 1,000 Florida voters were
asked whether homosexuals should have the
same rights as everyone else to housing, job
opportunities and public accommodations,
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89% responded “yes.”

Political party identification had little
statistical impact on the results. 87% of
Republicans, 90% of Democrats and 93% of
Independents all support equal rights for gay
and lesbian Floridians.

Age and gender also have no impact on
support of equal rights. 88% of Florida voters
55 and over support equal rights for gay
men and lesbians, as do 90% under age 55.
Similarly, 90% of women and 88% of men
are supportive.

Skidmore worked diligently in 2008, building
legislative support for the bill. As a result,
31 of her House colleagues signed on as
co-sponsors last year. Despite this support,
the bill did not receive a hearing.

“Even though more than a quarter of
the members of the Florida House of
Representatives publicly supported the
Skidmore Civil Rights Bill, former House
Speaker Marco Rubio (R-Miami) refused to
move the bill forward,” said Hoch. “Hopefully,
the House leadership will allow a hearing on
the Skidmore bill this year.”

State representatives Mark Pafford (D-West
Palm Beach) and Maria Sachs (D-Delray
Beach) were the first lawmakers to sign on
as co-sponsors of the civil rights bill.

All of the state representatives who co-
sponsored Skidmore’s bill in 2008 are
expected lend their support to the bill again
this year. As public support continues to
grow, Skidmore expects even more co-
sponsors to come forward in 2009.

The companion bill is expected to be
introduced in the Florida Senate later this

continued on page 23
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month. The Council, which has been working
with several state senators over the past few
weeks, is optimistic that progress will again
be made in the Florida Senate.

Last year’s civil rights bill was sponsored by
Senator Ted Deutch (D-Boca Raton). Senate
President Jeff Atwater (R-North Palm Beach)
signed on as a co-sponsor, as did Senators
Dave Aronberg (D-Greenacres), Nan Rich
(D-Fort Lauderdale), Charlie Justice (D-St
Petersburg) and Jeremy Ring (D-Margate).

“Thanks to the efforts of Senators Atwater
and Deutch, the bill was approved with
bipartisan support by the Senate Commerce
Committee,” said Hoch. “Four Republicans
and three Democrats voted in favor of the
bill”

Politically, there does not appear to be any
downside for elected officials to go on record
supporting equal rights for gay men and
lesbians.

“Not a single lawmaker who voted for,
sponsored, or co-sponsored gay rights
legislation has been defeated for re-election
to the Florida House or Senate,” said Hoch.

To date, Governor Charlie Crist has not
yet made it clear where he stands on
amending Florida’s anti-discrimination laws.
Even so, some activists are optimistic.

“Governor Crist has been a leader on civil
rights over the years” said Council Vice
President Deidre Newton. “We hope he
will consider this anissue of fundamental
fairness.”

The Palm Beach County Human Rights
Council has asked Governor Crist to join more
than twenty governors around the country
by issuing an executive order prohibiting
discrimination in state employment based
on race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, disability, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, familial status, or
marital status.

PALM SPRINGS, CA—There’s a reason why
Girl Bar Dinah Shore Week™ is known as
the Greatest Women’s Week on Earth. It's
all about the GIRLS. On April 1-5, 2009, the
Wyndham Palm Springs Resort becomes the
center of the universe as Girl Bar presents its

largest, wildest and sexiest line-up of events
and top-tier entertainment.

This isn’t just any vacation; it's THE
unforgettable experience that inspired the
international hit series The L Word. And no
one does it better than Girl Bar. That's why
this year, ALL Girl Bar Dinah Shore Week
main events, including Girl Bar's gigantic
world-famous pool parties, are centrally
located at the Wyndham (the main host hotel)
and the luxurious Hotel Zoso. Additional
room accommodations are also available at
the Courtyard by Marriott.

And this year the Wyndham is ALL Girl
Bar, ALL the time. And as the saying goes,
“If it doesn’t say Girl Bar — it isn’t!”  www.
dinahshoreweekend.com

There is ample, convenient parking available
on-site at the Wyndham. Plus, free shuttle
service will connect all of Girl Bar’s official
hotels, with each one just steps away from
historic downtown Palm Springs.

“Building on last year’s record breaking
events, we've got an incredible line-up
planned for 2009 that will surpass what we’ve
ever done before,” said co-producer Sandy
Sachs. “Our Wyndham pool parties will be
larger, wilder, and sexier. And we are fully
expanding the Wyndham Grand Ballroom for
our main Saturday night dance party so that
the hotel is ‘the center of the universe’ as the
girls arrive from around the world!”

Co-producer Dr. Robin Gans adds, “We're
happy to announce all our package passes
are the same price as last year. And, for the
first time ever, we’re offering two uniquely
different VIP package options, one at the
Hotel Zoso and the other at the Wyndham.
Both are priced the same, but each
features its own style of VIP and Premier
experience.”

Event passes, including the GIRL PASS;
DELUXE GIRL PASS and the EZ PASS,
as well as hotel reservations and VIP
Packages, are now available online at: www.
dinahshoreweekend.com

WEST POINT—The cadets at the U.S.
Military Academy announced their nominees
for the 2nd Annual Cadet Choice Award,
which is given to the movie character that
best exemplifies West Point leadership. Their

continued on page 24
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choices?
* Bruce Wayne in The Dark Knight

e Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg in
Valkyrie

e Dr. Henry Walton “Indiana” Jones, Jr. in
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the
Crystal Skull

¢ John Hancock in Hancock
* Harvey Milk in Milk
e James Bond in Quantum of Solace

Cadet public affairs officer Cristin Browne
explains the purpose of the award:
“West Point is all about producing leaders
of character. Leaders influence people to
accomplish the mission and improve the
organization. A leader of character seeks
to discover the truth, decides what is right,
and acts accordingly. Furthermore, West
Point values are Duty, Honor, Country. That
leadership, those values, are what this award
celebrates”

On February 17 it was announced that
Bruce Wayne from “The Dark Knight” Was
the character from movies released last
year who best embodied values-based
leadership.

HAWAII—According to a report at lezgetreal.
com, on February 12 the Hawaiian State
House of Representatives passed a Civil
Unions Bill that would give same-sex
partners the same rights as marriage by a
vote of 33 to 17. The bill now goes on to the
Hawaiian Senate where it is expected to face
an all-out challenge by same-sex marriage
opponents.

CHICAGO—Mayor Richard M. Daley has
appointed Ron Huberman, a 37-year-
old openly gay man, to head the nation’s
third-largest school system. Huberman
has previously served as Mayor Daley’s
chief of staff and as CTA president after
rising from beat cop to assistant deputy
superintendent.

WASHINGTON, DC— From The White
House Civil Rights agenda at http://www.
whitehouse.gov/agenda/civil_rights

Support for the LGBT Community

“While we have come a long way since the
Stonewall riots in 1969, we still have a lot
of work to do. Too often, the issue of LGBT
rights is exploited by those seeking to divide
us. But at its core, this issue is about who
we are as Americans. It's about whether
this nation is going to live up to its founding
promise of equality by treating all its citizens
with dignity and respect.” Barack Obama,
June 1, 2007

Expand Hate Crimes Statutes: In 2004,
crimes against LGBT Americans constituted
the third-highest category of hate crime
reported and made up more than 15
percent of such crimes. President Obama
cosponsored legislation that would expand
federal jurisdiction to include violent hate
crimes perpetrated because of race, color,
religion, national origin, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or physical disability. As a
state senator, President Obama passed
tough legislation that made hate crimes and
conspiracy to commit them against the law.

Fight Workplace Discrimination: President
Obama supports the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, and believes that our
anti-discrimination employment laws should
be expanded to include sexual orientation
and gender identity. While an increasing
number of employers have extended benefits
to their employees’ domestic partners,
discrimination based on sexual orientation
in the workplace occurs with no federal
legal remedy. The President also sponsored
legislation in the lllinois State Senate that
would ban employment discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation.

Support Full Civil Unions and Federal
Rights for LGBT Couples: President
Obama supports full civil unions that give
same-sex couples legal rights and privileges
equal to those of married couples. Obama
also believes we need to repeal the Defense
of Marriage Act and enact legislation that
would ensure that the 1,100+ federal legal
rights and benefits currently provided on
the basis of marital status are extended to
same-sex couples in civil unions and other
legally-recognized unions. These rights and
benefits include the right to assist a loved
one in times of emergency, the right to equal
health insurance and other employment
benefits, and property rights.

Oppose a Constitutional Ban on Same-
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Sex Marriage: President Obama voted
against the Federal Marriage Amendment in
2006 which would have defined marriage as
between a man and a woman and prevented
judicial extension of marriage-like rights to
same-sex or other unmarried couples.

Repeal Don’t Ask-Don’t Tell: President
Obama agrees with former Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff John Shalikashvili and
other military experts that we need to repeal
the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy. The key test
for military service should be patriotism, a
sense of duty, and a willingness to serve.
Discrimination should be prohibited. The
U.S. government has spent millions of
dollars replacing troops kicked out of the
military because of their sexual orientation.
Additionally, more than 300 language experts
have been fired under this policy, including
more than 50 who are fluent in Arabic. The
President will work with military leaders to
repeal the current policy and ensure it helps
accomplish our national defense goals.

Expand Adoption Rights: President Obama
believes that we must ensure adoption rights
for all couples and individuals, regardless of
their sexual orientation. He thinks that a child
will benefit from a healthy and loving home,
whether the parents are gay or not.

Promote AIDS Prevention: Inthe firstyear of
his presidency, President Obama will develop
and begin to implement a comprehensive
national HIV/AIDS strategy that includes
all federal agencies. The strategy will be
designed to reduce HIV infections, increase
access to care and reduce HIV-related
health disparities. The President will support
common sense approaches including age-
appropriate sex education that includes
information about contraception, combating
infection within our prison population through

education and contraception, and distributing
contraceptives through our public health
system. The President also supports lifting
the federal ban on needle exchange, which
could dramatically reduce rates of infection
among drug users. President Obama has
also been willing to confront the stigma -- too
often tied to homophobia -- that continues to
surround HIV/AIDS.

Empower Women to Prevent HIV/AIDS: In
the United States, the percentage of women
diagnosed with AIDS has quadrupled over
the last 20 years. Today, women account for
more than one quarter of all new HIV/AIDS
diagnoses. President Obama introduced
the Microbicide Development Act, which
will accelerate the development of products
that empower women in the battle against
AIDS. Microbicides are a class of products
currently under development that women
apply topically to prevent transmission of
HIV and other infections.

ALBANY, NY—Elizabeth Benjamin’s The
Daily Politics reported on January 23 that
The Empire State Pride Agenda released a
statement this morning saying it has received
assurances from the junior-senator-in-
waiting, Kirsten Gillibrand, that she supports
gay marriage - an issue that could prove
troublesome when she has to defend her
new seat against a potential challenge from
the left in 2010.

ESPA Executive Director Alan Van Capelle
and Gillibrand apparently chatted last night
after it became clear she was Paterson’s
pick (although supposedly that wasn’t a
sure thing until sometime around 2 a.m. this
morning).

“After talking to Kirsten Gillibrand, | am very

continued on page 27
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continued from page 25

happy to say that New York is poised to have
its first U.S. Senator who supports marriage
equality for same-sex couples,” Van Capelle
said.

“She also supports the full repeal of the
federal DOMA (Defense of Marriage Act)
law, repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell (DADT)
and passage of legislation outlawing
discrimination against transgender people.
While we had a productive discussion about
a whole range of LGBT concerns, | was
particularly happy to hear where she stands
on these issues.”

This is a huge issue for ESPA, especially
given the tenuous state of the gay marriage
bill in Albany in the wake of the state Senate
leadership battle.

Evidently Gillibrand is moving fast to push
back against criticism from the more liberal
wing of the Democratic Party that she is too
conservative to hold Clinton’s seat. Keep in
mind, Clinton herself supported civil unions,
but never went the whole way and backed
same-sex marriage - a bone of contention in
the gay community.

Then again, Barack Obama didn't, either.

As for Gillibrand, her gay marriage position
has definitely evolved. Consider what she
told Inside/Out, a gay publication in the
Hudson Valley, for its January/February
2009 edition:

“What I'd like to do legislatively, on the
federal level - and | think we’ll be able to do
this with the new president - is actually make
civil unions legal in all 50 states, make it the
law of the land.”

“Because what you want to fundamentally
do is protect the rights and privileges of
committed couples, so that they can have
Medicare benefits, visit in the hospitals, have
adoption rights. All [the] things that we give
to married couples, committed gay couples
should be eligible for. And then the question
of whether you call it a marriage or not, what
you label it, that can be left to the states to
decide”

“lits] so culturally oriented. My mom’s
generation, they want their gay friends to
have every right and privilege that they

should be eligible for as a married couple, but
they feel uncomfortable calling it marriage.
To them, a marriage is a religious word that
they learned from the Catholic Church: It's
a covenant between a man, a woman, and
God. So they feel uncomfortable with the
word. But they don’t feel uncomfortable with
the rights and privileges.”

“l think the way you win this issue is you
focus on getting the rights and privileges
protected throughout the entire country, and
then you do the state-by-state advocacy for
having the title”

COLOMBIA,  BOLIVIA—Bolivia’'s  new
constitution, approved by 61 percent of
voters last month, bans discrimination
based on sexual orientation and gender
identity. The constitution took effect Feb.
7. According to New York-based Latino
activist Andrés Duque, Article 14.11, titled
“Fundamental Rights and Guarantees,”
reads, “The State prohibits and punishes
all forms of discrimination founded on the
basis of sex, skin color, gender, age, sexual
orientation and genderidentity, origin, culture,
nationality, citizenship, language, religious
beliefs, ideology, political or philosophical
affiliation.”

PORTUGAL—Jose Socrates, has
announced that he supports gay marriage.
According to Life Site News, a conservative
religious “news” site, the announcements
has set off a firestorm in the country, which
remains fairly conservative and with a
majority of practicing Roman Catholics,
despite electing a socialist party.

“This is the moment for the PS, in its national
congress, to affirm its desire to propose to
Portuguese society the right to civil marriage
for people of the same sex,” Socrates told
a rally. “As far as | know, after doing this
in our country, we won'’t be the last to do
so. | also want to say that the values that
inspire us when we propose this change to
the Portuguese people are the values that
have always been in the heart of the PS”

Perhaps not altogether unexpectedly the

church didn’t waste any time reacting to

the call. The secretary of the Catholic

Episcopal Conference of Portugal, P. Manuel

Morujao, however, somewhat surprisingly

objected only weakly to the proposal.
v
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Titusville, Cape Canaveral, Cocoa, Cocoa Beach & Merritt
Island (Brevard County)

Doc Holiday’s Smoke Shop, Tattoos and Piercing 321-783-4774
6200 N. Atlantic Ave, Cape Canaveral, FL

Fairvilla Adult Megastore....... 321-799-9961
500 Thurm Bivd

Family of God in Christ Church 321-632-3767
950 Cocoa Blvd (US 1), Ste. 104, Cocoa

Showboat Adult World 321-633-5588

1800 King St, Cocoa

Melbourne & Palm Bay (Brevard County)

AA Lambda AA. 321-724-2247
Wednesdays & Saturdays, 7:30pm, Unity Church, 1745 Trimble Rd, Melbourne ...........c.coccnvivneeernnens Lambda.AA@earthlink.net
Alternative Connection (piercing & smoking supplies) .... 321-728-4802
3105 S. Babcock, Melbourne

The Cold Keg Nightclub 321-724-1510
4060 W. New Haven, Melbourne

East Coast Christian Community Melbourne: 321-759-5588

1603 S Wickham Rd, Melbourne, FL 32904 Services every Sunday at 5 and 6:30 PM
Mail: PO Box 120748, W. Melbourne, FL 32912-0748

GiGi’s Attic Thrift Boutique 321-952-5656
240 S. Wickham Rd, Melbourne, FL

Hot Flixx 321-752-8805
3369 Sarno Rd., Melbourne, FL 32934

King Center for the Performing Arts 321-242-2219
3865 N Wickham Rd, Melbourne, FL 32935

Steve Lewis/Leary Hair Design 321-258-8258
4301 N. Wickham Rd., Melbourne

The Living Room of Brevard 321-505-0077
PO Box 60910, Palm Bay, FL 32906 www.TLRbrevard.org
PFLAG Melbourne www.MySpace.com/PFLAGmelbourne
Meets monthly on the fourth Monday at 6:30 p.m. at Riviera United Church of Christ, 451 Riviera Drive NE, Palm Bay, FL 32905
Project Response 321-724-1177
745 S. Apollo, Melbourne

RockltLandscaping 321-327-4367
Shark Pest Control 321-872-0214
W. Trent Steele Law Offices . 888-239-1449
Tan-In Tanning Salon 321-768-1212
1158 W. New Haven, W. Melbourne, FL

David R. Stokes Plumbing, Inc. 321-725-5572
1200 Monument Ave. SE, Palm Bay, FL

Diversified Media Solutions (phone/network/cable wiring/diagnostics/repair) 321-704-6318
Women's Glass. 888-676-0376

Vero Beach (Indian River County)
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AA The Sober Rainbow........ 772-538-8068
Thursdays, Unity Church, 950 43rd Ave, Vero Beach TheSoberRainbow@aol.com
Eclectus 772-567-4962
2045 13th Ave, Vero Beach, FL

Pandahome Pet Care 772-453-5875
PFLAG Vero Beach (2nd Mon & 4th Tue, Unity Ctr, 950 43rd Ave) 772-778-9835
PO Box 650533, Vero Beach, FL 32965-0533

People Care Center 772-978-0044
Riverside Theatre 800-445-6754/772-231-6990
3250 Riverside Park Dr., Vero Beach, FL 32963

Ft. Pierce & Port St. Lucie (St. Lucie County) & Stuart
(Martin County)

All Heavenly Creatures Pet Crematory............c..uuueirrriererreieeiiseiessiessssesiesssesssessssessssssssessesessons 866-912-8470/772-878-2315
7664 S. US Highway 1, Port St. Lucie, FL 34953

Benedictine Order of St. John the Beloved, Old Catholic Church 772-370-9885
Services Sundays, 6 pm, 7664 S. US Highway 1, Port St. Lucie, FL 34953 (house all the way in the back)

Carnival Cruise Line/ Gary Robbins 800-819-3902 x85840
Crystal Tides 772-334-3337
1958 NE Ricou Terrace, Jensen Beach

East Coast Christian Community. 321-759-5588
The Shriner’s Club, 4600 Oleander, every Sunday at 10 a.m.

Haber & Associates Insurance 772-528-4384
In Da Dog House 772-464-7800
936 S. US 1, Ft. Pierce, FL 34950

Kelli Randell 772-215-1002
Nu-2-U Boutique 772-380-0551
2741 SE Morningside Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL

Party Town U.S.A 772-465-5255
6829 S. US 1, Port St. Lucie, FL

Project Response 772-464-0420
3501 Orange Ave, Ft. Pierce, FL

Tracy Price (Doris White Realty) 772-971-8644
PFLAG PSL/Treasure Coast 772-781-4028
Monthly on the first Sunday at 2 PM at St. Julian Old Catholic Church, 7664 S. US 1, PSL

REBAR 772-340-7777
8283 Hwy 1, Fiesta Square, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952

W. Trent Steele Law Offices . 888-239-1449
Ultimate Barbers at Tradition 772-345-9955
10474B SW Village Center Dr., Port St. Lucie

North Palm Beach

Adult Video Warehouse 561-863-9997
501 Northlake Blvd, North Palm Beach

E L TS

SOUND OFF

on the forums at www.ootcmag.com.

Discuss what’s important to you on the only webspace devoted to just the
Treasure and Space Coasts’ GLBT communtiy
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be lots of activities and vendors for GLBT and questioning youth. Sponsors include ACLU,
Children’s Home Society, IRSC Outreach GSA and Planned Parenthood.

Gay Rights Tidbits: Historic Domestic Partnership Legislation Introduced Sen. Eleanor
Sobel (Hallandale Beach) has introduced a statewide Domestic Partnership bill (SB 1642).
Equality Florida has been working closely with Sen. Sobel in preparing this historic legislation.
The companion bill will be sponsored in the house by Rep. Richard Steinberg (Miami Beach).
As a Miami Beach City Commissioner, Rep. Steinberg played a key role in passing Florida’s
strongest Domestic Partnership policy.

The introduction of these domestic partnership bills comes at a time when public support
is at an all time high for this legislation. The latest polls show 77% of Floridians in favor of
extending benefits to unmarried couples.

It also comes as a South Florida hospital is embroiled in a lawsuit for refusing to grant a
woman access to her partner as she lay dying at Jackson Memorial Hospital. The case has
provoked international outrage and highlights the vulnerability gay couples face when there
is no legal framework to protect their families.

If passed, this bill would ensure committed, unmarried couples throughout Florida have
access to basic legal rights like visiting each other in the hospital.

Many places in Florida already understand the importance of offering domestic partner
protections. Miami Dade County enacted domestic partner benefits in the past year, as did
the cities of Sarasota and Orlando.

Civil Rights Protections

Senator Ted Deutch (Delray Beach) has introduced a Civil Rights bill that would make it
illegal to fire someone, deny them housing or access to public accommodations because
they are LGBT. Florida is one of thirty states where it is legal to discriminate in housing and
employment based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

Rep. Kelly Skidmore (Boca Raton) has already introduced the House version (HB 397) and
Equality Florida is continuing to build on the twenty co-sponsors already signed up.

It is against current Florida law to discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, disability, marital status or familial status. These bills
would add sexual orientation and gender identity to already protected classes.

Equality Florida applauds Senator Deutch, Representative Skidmore and Senator Sobel and
Representative Steinberg for sponsoring these vital bills.

v
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